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elcome to Evensong at St. Aidan’s. Evensong is a sung service of 

prayer for the evening.  

 

If there are congregational candles, please take one and light it and 

extinguish it when the Officiant of the service does. 

 

A Hymn, if not printed in the bulletin, will be found in the blue Hymnal. 

The Hymns in the front section, are marked with an S (for Service) 

before the number. The Hymns in the main section are simply referred 

to by number. 

 

The Officiant is a person, lay or ordained, who leads the service and the 

singing. The responses and hymns are sung by the congregation. A 

Choir, if present, may offer a special anthem or hymn also. 

 

Evensong is an Evening Office, (from officium, meaning duty) from the 

early tradition of the Christian church, and with roots in earlier, Jewish 

worship. It begins, after Opening words, with a selection from the 

Psalms, and includes Lessons from Holy Scripture (and occasionally 

other Christian writings). It is punctuated by the singing of Canticles, or 

songs, that are appointed particularly for the evening, prayers for the 

church and the world, and collects. The word collect refers to a prayer that 

collects, or gathers the intentions of those present. 

 

We are pleased to welcome you to Evensong tonight. Canterbury 

Colorado is the Episcopal Church on campus, and we welcome all 

students. It doesn’t matter what you believe or what you wear, what 

you’re going to do with the rest of your life or what you did last Saturday, 

we’re glad you’re here. Welcome! 

 

  

W
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Order of Worship for the Evening 

 

The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin. The People stand. 

 

 
 

A short lesson of Scripture is read. 

 

The Officiant then says one of the following Prayers for Light. 

Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, 

with the brightness  of the vesper light; and we implore you of your great 

mercy that,  as you enfold us with the radiance  of this light, so you 

would shine into our hearts the brightness  of your Holy Spirit; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

or this 

Grant  us, Lord, the lamp of charity  which never fails, that it may burn 

in us and shed its light on those around us, and that by its brightness  we 

may have a vision of that holy City, where dwells the true and never-

failing Light, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

or the following 

O Lord God Almighty, as you have taught  us to call the evening, the 

morning,  and the noonday one day; and have made the sun to know  its 

going down: Dispel the darkness  of our hearts,  that by your brightness  

we may know  you to be the true God and eternal light, living and 

reigning for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Officiant then prays this prayer 



4 

 

For Schools and Colleges The Book of Common Prayer 824 

O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities and especially 

CU Boulder, that they may be lively centers for sound learning, new 

discovery, and the pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who teach and 

those who learn may find you to be the source of all truth; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The candles at the Altar are now lighted, as are any other candles and lamps as may 

be convenient. 

 

During the candle-lighting, silence is kept. 

 

The following hymn is sung. 

 

Phos Hilaron The Hymnal 25 
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The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 

The Psalms are sung using Anglican Chant. The “/” marks denote the measures of 

the music. Underlined words are sung on the same note. A single word or syllable 

broken with a “-“ is sung with two syllables. The People sit. 

 
 

Psalm 27    

Dominus illuminatio   

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then /shall I /fear? * 

  the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then /shall I /be 

a/fraid? 
  

2 When evildoers came upon me to eat /up my /flesh, *  

  it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who /stumbled /a-nd 

/fell. 
  

3 Though an army should encamp /against /me, *      

  yet my heart /shall not/ be a/fraid;    
  

4 And though war should rise up /against /me, *      

  yet will I /put my /trust in /him. 
  

5 One thing have I asked of the Lord; one /thing I /seek; *   

  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord /all the /days of my 

/life; 
  

6 To behold the fair /beauty  of the /Lord*      

  and to /seek him /in his /temple.  
  

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe /in his /shelter; * 

  he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me /high 

u/pon a /rock.  
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8 Even now he lifts /up my /head *      

  above my ene/mies round /about /me.    
    

9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds of /gre-

at /gladness; *    

  I will sing and make /music /to the /Lord.    
    

10  Hearken to my voice, O Lord, /when I /call; *      

  have mercy on /me and /answer /me.       
    

11  You speak in my heart and say, /“Seek my /face.” *      

  Your /face, Lord, /will I /seek.       
    

12  Hide not your /face from /me, *      

  nor turn away your /servant /in dis/pleasure.   
    

13  You have been my helper; cast me /not a/way; *      

  do not forsake me, O /God of /my sal/vation.   
    

14  Though my father and my /mother  forsake /me, *      

  the /Lord will /su-stain /me.  
    

15  Show me your /way, O /Lord; *      

  lead me on a level path, be/cause of my /e-ne/mies.  
    

16  Deliver me not into the hand /of my /adversaries, *      

  for false witnesses have risen up against me, and also /those who 

/spe-ak /malice.     
    

17 What if I had not believed that I should see the /goodness of the 

/Lord*   in /the land /of the /living!     

   



7 

 

18 O tarry and await the Lord’s pleasure; be strong, and he shall 

/comfort /your heart; *      

  wait /patient/ly for the /Lord.  
    

At the end of the Psalms is sung 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the /Holy /Spirit* 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and /will be for /ever. A/men. 

 

 

The Lessons 

 

The first Lesson is read, followed by a brief silence. 

 

The Magnificat also called the Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55) is sung, the People 

standing. 

 

Magnificat The Hymnal S-182 
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The People sit. 

 

TheSecond Lesson is read, followed by a brief silence. 

 

The Nunc Dimittis, also called the Song of Simeon (Luke 2:29-32) is sung, the 

People standing. 

 

Nunc Dimittis The Hymnal 499 
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The Apostles’ Creed The Book of Common Prayer 120 

Officiant and People together, all standing. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

 and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again.  

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers 

 

The Lord’s Prayer The Book of Common Prayer 121 

 

The People stand or kneel. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us.  
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And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory. 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrages B The Book of Common Prayer 122 

 

 
The Officiant then prays the following Collects and Prayers or others as designated. 

The “Amen” after a sung Collect is always sung in monotone on the same note as the 

Officiant. 
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For Sunday The Book of Common Prayer 123 

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the 

powers of death and prepared for us our place in the new Jerusalem: 

Grant  that we, who have this day given thanks  for his resurrection, may 

praise you in that City of which he is the light, and where he lives and 

reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

For those we Love The Book of Common Prayer 831 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing 

care and love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are 

doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Then, unless the Eucharist or another form of general intercession is to follow, one of 

these prayers for mission is used. 

 

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole 

earth also worship  you, all nations  obey you, all tongues confess and 

bless you, and men and women everywhere love you and serve you in 

peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

or this 

Keep watch,  dear Lord, with those who work,  or watch,  or weep this 

night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, 

Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, 

pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 

 

or the following 

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send 

forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another 

your abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

A hymn is sung as announced by the Officiant. 
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Authorized intercessions may follow. 

 

The General Thanksgiving The Book of Common Prayer 125 

 

Officiant and People together 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation,  

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service,  

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom,  with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor  and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom The Book of Common Prayer 126 

Officiant and People together 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to 

make our common supplication to you; and you have promised  through 

your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered  together  in 

his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our 

desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting  us in this world 

knowledge  of your truth,  and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Officiant prays the following Collect. 
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 The Book of Common Prayer 113 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers,  creator  of the changes 

of day and night, giving rest to the weary, renewing  the strength  of 

those who are spent, bestowing upon us occasions of song in the 

evening. As you have protected us in the day that is past, so be with us in 

the coming night; keep us from every sin, every evil, and every fear; for 

you are our light and salvation, and the strength of our life. To you be 

glory for endless ages. Amen. 

 

The Blessing The Book of Common Prayer 114 

 

A bishop or priest, if present, offer this blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. Amen 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. Amen. 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. 

 

A lay person or deacon using the preceding blessing substitutes “us” for “you.” 

 

The Dismissal The Book of Common Prayer 126 

 
 

The Officiant concludes with one of the following Sentences of Scripture. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  

Amen.  2 Corinthians  13:14 

 

 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through 

the power of the Holy Spirit.  
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Amen. Romans 15:13 

 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 

we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation  to 

generation  in the Church,  and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

Amen.  Ephesians 3:20, 21 

 

 

For Use by the Officiant 

Sentences of Holy Scripture for the beginning of the office 

 

Seasonal 

Advent 

The sun shall no longer be your light by day, nor for brightness shall the 

moon give light to you by night; but the Lord will be your everlasting 

light, and your God will be your glory. Your sun shall no more go down 

or your moon withdraw itself; for the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

and your days of mourning shall be ended. Isaiah 60:19-20 

 

Jesus said “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those 

who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so 

that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 

Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; 

truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and 

he will come and serve them. Luke 12:35-37 

 

Christmas 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 

being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. John 1:1-5 
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Epiphany 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 

upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 

peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over 

you. Nations shall come to your lifth, and kings to the brightness of your 

dawn. Isaiah 60:1-3 

 

Lent 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 

God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 

fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not 

do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. 1 John 1:5-7 

 

Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while 

you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you 

walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you 

have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of 

light. John 12:35-36 

 

Easter 

And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and 

showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 

God. I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to 

shine one it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 

The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring 

their glory into it. Revelation 21:10, 22-24 

 

Ascension 

Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, and your faithfulness to the 

clouds. Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like 

the great deep; you save both man and beast, O Lord. How priceless is 
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your love, O God! Your people take refuge under the shadow of your 

wings. They feast upon the abundance of your house; you give them 

drink from the river of your delights. For with you is the well of life, and 

in your light we see light. Psalm 36:5-9 

 

Whitsunday (Pentecost) 

Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your 

young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female slaves, in 

those days, I will pour out my spirit. I will show portents in the heavens 

and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. Joel 2:28-30 

 

Saints’ Days 

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for 

you and asking that you may be filled wth the knowledge of God’s will in 

all spiritual wisdom and understanding. May you be made strong with all 

the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be 

prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks 

to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the 

saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and 

transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:9, 11-14 

 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called 

you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 1 Peter 2:9 

 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 

flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb, they will see his face, 

and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; 

they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, 

and they will reign forever and ever. Revelation 22:1, 4-5 
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Sentences of Scripture to be used at any time 

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot  

be hid. No one lights a lamp to put it under a bucket,  but on a lamp-

stand where it gives light for everyone in the house. And you, like the 

lamp, must shed light among your fellow men, so that they may see the 

good you do, and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16 

  

It is not ourselves that we proclaim;  we proclaim  Christ Jesus as Lord, 

and ourselves as your servants,  for Jesus’ sake. For the same God who 

said, “Out of darkness  let light shine,” has caused his light to shine 

within us, to give the light of revelation––the revelation  of the glory of 

God in the face of Jesus Christ.  2 Corinthians  4:5-6 

 

If I say, “Surely the darkness  will cover me, and the light around me turn 

to night,” darkness is not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as 

the day; darkness and light to you are both alike.  Psalm 139:10-11 

  

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my 

hands as the evening sacrifice.  Psalm 141:2 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Philippians 1:2 

 

Worship  the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble 

before him.  Psalm 96:9 

 

Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon 

and the sun. You fixed all the boundaries of the earth; you made both 

summer and winter.  Psalm 74:15, 16 

 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night 

after night. I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my 

right hand,  I shall not fall.  Psalm 16:7, 8 
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Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion,  and turns deep darkness  

into the morning,  and darkens  the day into night; who calls for the 

waters of the sea and pours  them out upon the surface of the earth: The 

Lord is his name.  Amos  5:8 

  

If I say, “Surely the darkness  will cover me, and the light around me turn 

to night,” darkness  is not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as 

the day; darkness  and light to you are both alike.  Psalm 139:10, 11 

 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk 

in darkness,  but will have the light of life.”  John 8:12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Hymns for the Evening 

The Hymnal 24, 28, 29, 31, 34, 35, 36, 42, 43 (not to be used when Hymn 25 is 

used for the Phos Hilaron), 490, 662 or other hymns as appropriate. 
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From the first Book of Common Prayer, 1549 

 


